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                                          VOCABULARY 
 

1. Sluggish: Lacking energy or activity; slow-moving or inactive.  
 Synonyms: Inactive, lethargic, slow, stagnant  
 Antonyms: Active, energetic, lively, dynamic  
 Sentence: The sluggish economy has raised concerns among                      

policymakers about job creation.  
 

2. Sanguine: Optimistic or positive, especially in a difficult situation.  
 Synonyms: Hopeful, confident, buoyant, cheerful  
 Antonyms: Pessimistic, gloomy, doubtful, despairing  
 Sentence: Despite the challenges, the manager remained sanguine about 

the project’s success.  
 

3. Marred: Impaired the quality or appearance of; disfigured or spoiled.  
 Synonyms: Tarnished, blemished, spoiled, ruined  
 Antonyms: Enhanced, improved, repaired, restored  
 Sentence: The scenic beauty of the park was marred by the piles of litter            

left behind by tourists.  
 

4. Impetus: The force or energy with which something moves or develops.  
 Synonyms: Stimulus, momentum, drive, boost  
 Antonyms: Deterrent, hindrance, restraint, stagnation  
 Sentence: The new policy provided fresh impetus to the renewable energy 

sector.  
 

5. Defunct: No longer existing or functioning.  
 Synonyms: Obsolete, extinct, inoperative, dead  
 Antonyms: Active, operational, functioning, existent  
 Sentence: The factory became defunct after the company declared 

bankruptcy.  
 
 



                                                                   ODISHA CAREER FOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
                                                                   GIRI ROAD, BERHAMPUR 
 

                                                                                    www.odishacareer.com 
                                                                      Call/Whatsapp no. : +91 7381 700 700 

 
 

6. Cripple: To severely damage or weaken something, making it unable to    
function effectively.  
 Synonyms: Weaken, impair, paralyze, disable  
 Antonyms: Strengthen, empower, enhance, enable  
 Sentence: The lack of funds has crippled the institution's ability to          

conduct research.  
 

7. Elicit: To draw out a response, answer, or fact from someone.  
 Synonyms: Extract, obtain, evoke, prompt  
 Antonyms: Suppress, hide, cover, ignore  
 Sentence: The lawyer’s questions were designed to elicit the truth from            

the witness.  
 

8. Inevitable: Certain to happen; unavoidable.  
 Synonyms: Unavoidable, inescapable, assured, destined  
 Antonyms: Avoidable, uncertain, preventable, optional  
 Sentence: With such heavy rains, flooding in low-lying areas seems 

inevitable. 
 

9. Tinkering: Attempting to repair or improve something in a casual or                
desultory way.  
 Synonyms: Fiddling, meddling, adjusting, experimenting  
 Antonyms: Repairing, constructing, completing  
 Sentence: He spent hours tinkering with the old car but couldn’t get it to 

start.  
 

10. Ambiguity: The quality of being open to more than one interpretation; 
inexactness.  
 Synonyms: Vagueness, uncertainty, obscurity, equivocation  
 Antonyms: Clarity, precision, transparency, certainty  
 Sentence: The ambiguity in the instructions led to confusion among the 

workers.  
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                                  CURRENT AFFAIRS 
                                     9th January, 2024 

1. The Toda tribe, one of the oldest Dravidian ethnic groups residing in the               
Nilgiris Hills of Tamil Nadu, celebrated their traditional 'Modhweth' festival               
to mark the New Year. The festivities were held at Muthanad Mund, the             
tribe's community headquarters, bringing together members of all ages                           
for the vibrant occasion.  
 

2. Dr. V. Narayanan is appointed as the new ISRO Chairman, effective                        
January 14, 2025, succeeding S. Somanath. With a strong background in 
mechanical and cryogenic engineering, Narayanan has played significant              
roles in various space missions, including Chandrayaan-2 and GSLV Mk III. 
 

3. Assam government launched 'Gunotsav 2025' to assess more than 14 lakh 
students across 16,056 schools. The event runs from January 6-9, with                      
6,365 external evaluators. It aims to improve educational standards and                
create a better learning environment.  
 The theme of 'Gunotsav 2025' is "Ensuring Quality Education." The first 

phase evaluates 11 districts, covering 14,11,874 students with the help                    
of external evaluators. This initiative reflects Assam's commitment to 
improving education and student outcomes in the region. 
 

4. Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi inaugurated the Shahid Madho 
Singh Haath Kharcha Scheme at the Adivasi Mela in Bhubaneswar. This     
initiative aims to reduce dropout rates among Scheduled Tribe (ST) students                 
by providing a one-time financial assistance of ₹5,000 to those enrolling in     
Class IX and Class XI. The scheme targets students from families with an               
annual income not exceeding ₹2,50,000. 
 

5. The Central Government has announced the establishment of a memorial                  
for former President Pranab Mukherjee at the Rashtriya Smriti Sthal, part                         
of the Rajghat precinct in Delhi. Mukherjee, who passed away on August 31, 
2020, was a distinguished Congress leader and the 13th President of India. 
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6. Delhi Assembly Elections Schedule: Polling for the 70-member Delhi              
Assembly will be held on 5th February, and counting will take place on 8th 
February 2025.  
 Notification Dates: Notification for Delhi Assembly elections will be              

issued on 10th January, with the last date for nominations on                                        
17th January.  

 Polling Stations: 13,033 polling stations will be set up for over 1.55 crore 
voters in Delhi.  

 Chief Election Commissioner: Rajiv Kumar denied allegations of EVM 
tampering, assured that EVMs are foolproof, and emphasized India’s                   
global leadership in election standards.  

 Model Code of Conduct: Came into effect with the announcement of the        
poll schedule.  
 

7. Tripura has achieved milestone in biodiversity documentation with the 
discovery of the Banded Royal butterfly (Rachana jalindra indra).  
 This rare species was recorded for the first time in the state, specifically 

within the Sepahijala Wildlife Sanctuary.  
 Wildlife officials announced this finding, which has been documented in               

the peer-reviewed journal Munis Entomology & Zoology. The discovery            
puts stress on the importance of ongoing ecological research in the                  
region. 

  
8. Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto has accepted New Delhi’s invitation              

to be the chief guest at India’s 2025 Republic Day parade. This visit is a 
significant step in strengthening India-Indonesia ties, highlighting the 
importance of India's Act East Policy under Prime Minister Modi’s third                   
term. 
 

9. The 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention is being held in 
Bhubaneswar from January 8 to 10, 2025, celebrating the significant 
contributions of Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and the global Indian diaspora          
to India’s development.  
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 This year’s theme, ‘Diaspora’s Contribution to a Viksit Bharat,’ highlights                 
the vital role the diaspora plays in shaping a prosperous and progressive 
India. 


