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                                          VOCABULARY 
 

1. Herald: To signal the arrival of something or announce it publicly.  
 Synonyms: Announce, proclaim, signify  
 Antonyms: Conceal, suppress, hide  
 Sentence: The reforms herald a new era in the Indian education system.  

 
2. Leeway: The amount of freedom to act or decide.  

 Synonyms: Flexibility, freedom, latitude  
 Antonyms: Restriction, constraint, limitation  
 Sentence: The new programme gives students leeway to explore diverse 

subjects.  
 

3. Rigour: The quality of being extremely thorough, accurate, or strict.  
 Synonyms: Strictness, thoroughness, precision  
 Antonyms: Laxity, leniency, carelessness  
 Sentence: There are concerns about maintaining rigour in accelerated 

programmes.  
 

4. Impediments: Things that hinder or obstruct progress.  
 Synonyms: Obstacles, barriers, hindrances  
 Antonyms: Aids, facilitators, supports  
 Sentence: Universities face several impediments in implementing these 

reforms.  
 

5. Dissent: The expression or holding of opinions that differ from those    
previously, commonly, or officially held.  
 Synonyms: Disagreement, opposition, protest  
 Antonyms: Agreement, consensus, harmony  
 Sentence: Justice Dhulia expressed dissent, emphasizing the need for 

broader economic inclusion.  
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6. Offset: A counterbalance or compensatory action to reduce an impact or   

effect.  
 Synonyms: Counteract, balance, counterbalance  
 Antonyms: Exacerbate, aggravate  
 Sentence: Planting trees can help offset the carbon emissions from    

industrial activities.  
 

7. Conundrum: A confusing or difficult problem or question.  
 Synonyms: Puzzle, enigma, dilemma  
 Antonyms: Solution, clarity, simplicity  
 Sentence: The company faced a conundrum on how to increase profits 

without cutting staff.  
 

8. Underpinned: Supported or strengthened by a solid foundation.  
 Synonyms: Supported, reinforced, bolstered  
 Antonyms: Weakened, undermined, destabilized  
 Sentence: The company’s success was underpinned by innovative 

technology.  
 

9. Expediting: Speeding up a process or action.  
 Synonyms: Hastening, accelerating, quickening  
 Antonyms: Delaying, hindering, slowing  
 Sentence: Expediting the approval process will benefit the new projects.  

 
10. Omen: A sign or warning of a future event.  

 Synonyms: Sign, indication, premonition  
 Sentence: The clear sky was seen as an omen for a successful journey. 
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                                  CURRENT AFFAIRS 
                                     8th January, 2024 

1. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has made strides in space 
exploration with two recent experiments. On January 4, 2025, ISRO          
announced the successful sprouting of cowpea seeds in space, marking a    
major milestone in agricultural research beyond Earth.  
 This achievement occurred shortly after the PSLVC60 SpaDeX mission,                  

which launched on December 30, 2024, carrying 24 payloads, including                
the innovative PS4-Orbital Experiment Module (POEM-4).  
 

2. London maintained its top position in the GPCI2024. While New York (#2) 
slightly lowered its deviation score, Tokyo (#3) and Paris (#4) increased their 
deviation scores, narrowing the gap with New York.  
 Dubai secures the eighth position globally and leads the Middle East in                

the Global Power City Index 2024 for the second consecutive year. 
Highlighted for its innovation, economic dynamism, and global               
connectivity, Dubai's success is driven by its infrastructure, flexible 
legislation, and strong public-private partnerships. 
 

3. Recently, the Panchayat Se Parliament 2.0 programme was inaugurated by            
Lok Sabha Speaker on 6th January 2025, commemorating the 150th birth 
anniversary of tribal leader Birsa Munda.  
 The event witnessed the participation of 502 elected women      

representatives from Scheduled Tribes (STs) across India.  
 Panchayat Se Parliament 2.0 Programme: A women awareness and 

empowerment initiative to enhance understanding of constitutional and 
democratic values.  

 Organised by National Commission for Women (NCW) and Lok Sabha 
Secretariat, in collaboration with the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

  
4. Indonesia became the tenth full member of the international BRICS group                  

of developing economies on Monday.  
 The announcement was made by Brazil, a founding member of the bloc                  

and the holder of the rotating presidency for 2025. 
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5. Justin Trudeau has resigned as Canada’s Prime Minister and Liberal Party         

leader after nearly a decade. His departure follows internal party discontent 
and declining public support. Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland and 
others may contend for leadership. The party faces economic issues and 
opposition pressure as it prepares for a 2025 election. 
 

6. The French Navy’s nuclear-powered aircraft carrier, Charles De Gaulle,           
arrived in Goa on January 4, 2025, to participate in the 42nd annual bilateral 
naval exercise Varuna with the Indian Navy.  
 The French Carrier Strike Group, including Rafale Marine fighter aircraft, 

received a ceremonial welcome at Goa’s Mormugao port.  
 The exercise aims to enhance interoperability, foster mutual understanding, 

and strengthen Indo-French naval ties.  
 France and India regularly collaborate to ensure maritime safety in the 

Indian Ocean.  
 Since 2008, France has been a member of the Indian Ocean Naval 

Symposium (IONS), a forum initiated by India to address issues like illegal 
trafficking, fishing violations, sea rescue, and pollution. 
 

7. Outgoing President Joe Biden has presented the US' highest civilian award                   
to 19 people, including former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, football 
superstar Lionel Messi, controversial philanthropist George Soros and actor 
Denzel Washington, for their contributions to America and the world. 
 

8. Kiran Jadhav of Navy outclassed fancied names in the fray to bag the 10m              
air-rifle gold in the 15th Lakshya Cup invitational tournament here.  
 The 29-year-old Jadhavtotalled 251.7 points to emerge victorious for the     

first time after consistently making the final every year since 2018. 


