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                                          VOCABULARY 
1. Inundate: To overwhelm with a large amount of something, especially water.  

 Synonyms: Flood, overwhelm, submerge  
 Antonyms: Drain, dehydrate, dry  
 Sentence: The sudden rainfall caused the river to inundate the nearby 

villages.  
 

2. Scrupulous: Very careful and thorough in doing something, especially                     
regarding moral integrity.  
 Synonyms: Conscientious, meticulous, ethical  
 Antonyms: Careless, negligent, unethical  
 Sentence: She is a scrupulous researcher, ensuring every detail is              

accurate.  
 

3. Connivance: Willingness to secretly allow or be involved in wrongdoing.  
 Synonyms: Collusion, complicity, conspiracy  
 Antonyms: Opposition, resistance, disapproval  
 Sentence: The company's success was built on the connivance of corrupt 

officials.  
 

4. Byzantine: Very complex or intricate, especially in structure or administration.  
 Synonyms: Complex, convoluted, labyrinthine  
 Antonyms: Simple, straightforward, clear  
 Sentence: The company's byzantine policies made it difficult for            

employees to understand the procedures.  
 

5. Conundrum: A confusing or difficult problem or question.  
 Synonyms: Puzzle, dilemma, problem 
 Antonyms: Solution, answer, resolution  
 Sentence: The decision to invest in the new project posed a real            

conundrum for the board members.  
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6. Felicitated: To praise or honor someone, especially publicly.  

 Synonyms: Congratulated, honored, acknowledged  
 Antonyms: Criticized, reprimanded, denounced  
 Sentence: The employees were felicitated for their exceptional           

performance in the annual awards ceremony.  
 

7. Inevitable: Certain to happen; unavoidable.  
 Synonyms: Unavoidable, certain, inescapable  
 Antonyms: Avoidable, uncertain, preventable  
 Sentence: The failure of the project was inevitable due to poor planning            

and lack of resources.  
 

8. Banal: Lacking originality or freshness; dull.  
 Synonyms: Trite, cliche, dull  
 Antonyms: Original, unique, fresh  
 Sentence: The movie's plot was so banal that it failed to engage the 

audience.  
 

9. Scrutiny: Careful and thorough examination or inspection.  
 Synonyms: Inspection, examination, analysis  
 Antonyms: Glance, neglect, disregard  
 Sentence: The proposal underwent intense scrutiny before being              

approved by the committee.  
 

10. Unleash: To release or set something free, often something powerful                 
or destructive.  
 Synonyms: Release, discharge, let loose  
 Antonyms: Contain, restrain, hold back  
 Sentence: The decision to cut costs may unleash a wave of employee            

layoffs. 
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                                  CURRENT AFFAIRS 
                                     16th January, 2024 
 

1.  Larsen & Toubro has launched the second multi-purpose vessel named INS 
Utkarsh for the Indian Navy at Kattupalli Shipyard near Chennai. This follows 
the launch of the first vessel, INS Samarthak, which is being prepared for              
tests and trials before delivery. The vessels will support various roles such as 
maritime surveillance and humanitarian assistance. 
 

2.  Anju Bobby George, a legendary long-jumper and 2003 World                 
Championships bronze medalist, has been appointed as the Chairperson of           
the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) Athletes Commission. The commission 
includes prominent retired athletes, with Neeraj Chopra, two-time Olympic 
medalist, as member. 
 

3. The Gangasagar Mela, held annually during Makar Sankranti is a significant 
religious event attracting millions of pilgrims. It is considered the                                
second-largest Hindu fair after the Kumbh Mela.  
 January 14, 2025, lakhs of pilgrims gathered at Gangasagar in                                     

West Bengal’s South 24 Parganas district to take a holy dip at the sacred 
confluence of the Hooghly River and the Bay of Bengal on the auspicious 
occasion of Makar Sankranti. 

  
4.  The LVM3, the Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) heftiest   

operational launch vehicle which will be used in the Gaganyaan human 
spaceflight programme among other missions, has a new project director. 
 The ISRO headquarters has issued orders appointing Victor Joseph T. As                  

the new project director of the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle                  
Mk III Project at the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC), 
Thiruvananthapuram. 
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5. India has successfully tested the Bhargavastra, its first micromissile system 
designed to counter swarm drones. The system, developed by Economic 
Explosives Ltd, can quickly deploy on a mobile platform and hit targets over            
2.5 km. Further exhaustive trials are planned this year for possible induction 
into the Indian Armed Forces. 
 

6. For the first time, the appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner               
(CEC) will move beyond the traditional seniority-based approach.  
 The Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners 

(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023 has 
introduced new mechanisms to widen the scope of selection. 
 

7. The flagship river-link irrigation project, which will provide a lifeline to 23 
districts in Rajasthan, envisages the submergence of 37 sq km in the 
Ranthambhore tiger reserve(RTR) effectively cutting it into two sections. 
 

8. The Centre has banned the manufacture, sale, and distribution of                   
Nimesulide due to its toxicity to vultures. Studies showed that the drug              
caused elevated uric acid levels and kidney failure in vultures. Despite the               
ban, Nimesulide remains available in some rural areas. Experts urge stricter 
monitoring and suggest using safer alternatives like meloxicam and              
tolfenamic acid. 
 

9. The Centre's wildlife panel has approved Cairn Oil & Gas's proposal for 
exploratory drilling in the eco-sensitive zone of Assam's Hoollongapar                
Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary. Officials have ensured minimal damage during 
exploration and restricted commercial drilling. The large ESZ maintains              
crucial connectivity for primate species in the area. 
 

10. Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal,             
inaugurated  the National Turmeric Board in New Delhi, appointing                                                      
Shri Palle Ganga Reddy as its first Chairperson. The Board’s headquarters is 
established in Nizamabad, Telangana, a prominent turmeric-producing              
region. 


