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                                          VOCABULARY 
1. Benign: Gentle and kind; not harmful in effect.  

 Synonyms: Kind, gentle, benevolent  
 Antonyms: Harsh, cruel, malevolent  
 Sentence: The teacher's benign attitude made the students feel             

comfortable in class.  
 

2. Permeate: To spread throughout something.  
 Synonyms: Penetrate, saturate, diffuse  
 Antonyms: Contain, limit, restrict  
 Sentence: The smell of freshly baked bread permeated the entire house.  

 
3. Exorbitant: Unreasonably high in price or cost.  

 Synonyms: Excessive, outrageous, overpriced  
 Antonyms: Reasonable, moderate, affordable  
 Sentence: The restaurant was criticized for its exorbitant prices.  

 
4. Discrete: Individually separate and distinct.  

 Synonyms: Distinct, separate, independent  
 Antonyms: Connected, continuous, unified  
 Sentence: The report divided the data into discrete categories for easier 

analysis.  
 

5. Efficacy: The ability to produce a desired or intended result.  
 Synonyms: Effectiveness, efficiency, capability  
 Antonyms: Ineffectiveness, failure, inadequacy  
 Sentence: The efficacy of the new vaccine has been proven through                

clinical trials.  
 

6. Obsolete: No longer in use; out of date.  
 Synonyms: Outdated, archaic, antiquated  
 Antonyms: Modern, current, updated  
 Sentence: Many technological devices from the 1990s are now                

considered obsolete.  
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7. Intrusion: The act of entering a place or situation where one is unwelcome             

or uninvited.  
 Synonyms: Encroachment, invasion, interference  
 Antonyms: Withdrawal, retreat, exclusion  
 Sentence: The journalist apologized for the intrusion into the celebrity's 

personal life.  
 

8. Impediment: A hindrance or obstruction in doing something.  
 Synonyms: Obstacle, barrier, limitation  
 Antonyms: Aid, assistance, support  
 Sentence: Poor internet connectivity was a major impediment to remote 

learning. 
 

9. Coerce: To persuade someone to do something by using force or threats.  
 Synonyms: Compel, force, intimidate  
 Antonyms: Persuade, encourage, convince  
 Sentence: The kidnappers tried to coerce the victim into signing over his 

property. 
 

10. Plummet: To fall or drop straight down at high speed.  
 Synonyms: Decline, fall, tumble  
 Antonyms: Rise, ascend, increase  
 Sentence: The company's stock price plummeted after the scandal was 

exposed. 
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                                  CURRENT AFFAIRS 
                                   28th December, 2024 

1. Former PM Manmohan Singh passed away at the age of 92 due to                              
age-related medical conditions, AIIMS informed. To mourn the death of the 
former PM, the Union Government declared 7-days of National mourning. 
Notification from the Government of India also informed that Cabinet is to 
meet today i.eon December 27 at 11 am.  
 Manmohan Singh’s last rites will be conducted with full state honours,                

the officials added. Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has been 
credited as the architect of India's economic reforms. Before taking                       
office as the Prime Minister in 2004, Dr Manmohan Singh served in             
different positions in Govt of India.  

 He became India’s 14th Prime Minister with an uninterrupted tenure of                         
10 years till 2014. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other leaders                 
poured in tributes and condoled the demise of veteran leader. 
 

2. Rwanda has successfully managed its first-ever Marburg Virus Disease                   
(MVD) outbreak officially declared over after a 42-day countdown, with no   
new cases since the last patient tested negative twice for the virus. 
 This marks the conclusion of Rwanda’s firstever MVD outbreak, which            

was initially confirmed on September 27, 2024, stated World Health 
Organization (WHO) Africa in a statement on December 20, 2024. 

 A total of 66 confirmed cases and 15 fatalities were recorded during the 
outbreak. Around 80 per cent of infections occurred among health             
workers, who contracted the virus while delivering care to colleagues and 
other patients. 
 

3. China is planning to build the world's largest dam on the Brahmaputra River          
in Tibet. The project, estimated to cost USD 137 billion, has raised concerns 
among neighboring countries. China claims the dam will not affect lower 
riparian states, and safety issues have been addressed. The hydropower    
project aims to develop clean energy and respond to climate change. 
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4. The transfer of 15 tigers from Madhya Pradesh to Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,               
and Odisha has been approved, with instructions issued for enhanced 
conservation efforts. The tigers, mostly females, will come from              
Bandhavgarh, Pench, and Kanha Tiger Reserves, with destination states 
covering the relocation expenses. 
 

5. Two UK universities, Queen’s University Belfast and Coventry University,              
have filed applications to set up international campuses at Gujarat’s                                 
GIFT City, continuing the trend initiated by Australian institutions.                                    
This marks a significant step as India opens its doors to foreign educational 
institutions through relaxed regulations. 
 The International Financial Services Authority (IFSCA) granted approval to 

Queen’s University, which plans to start with postgraduate programs, 
followed by potential research and undergraduate courses. Coventry 
University, with global campuses already in Egypt, Poland, Morocco, and 
Kazakhstan, will further expand its presence in India. 
 

6. The centenary of the 1924 Belgaum Congress session is being celebrated in 
Belagavi, Karnataka, on 26- 27th December 2024. 
 This event commemorates Mahatma Gandhi's chairmanship of the                   

historic 39th All-India Congress session in Belgaum, where he made 
significant contributions to the Congress Party's ideology and                 
organizational structure. 
 

7. MT Vasudevan Nair, an iconic Malayalam writer known for his impactful              
novels and screenplays, passed away at 91. He blended lived experiences                 
into his works, leaving a lasting legacy. He also significantly influenced 
Malayalam cinema and won prestigious awards, including the Jnanpith             
Award and Padma Bhushan. 

 


