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VOCABULARY

1. Bolster: To support, strengthen, or reinforce.
e Synonyms: Support, reinforce, strengthen

e Antonyms: Weaken, undermine, diminish

e Sentence: The government has introduced new policies to bolster econon
growth.

2. Virtuous Cycle: A positive feedback loop where beneficial r
each other.

e Synonyms: Accelerate, trigger, stim
) Antonyms: Hinder, obstruct

: An essential condition or prerequisite.
. Essential element, necessity, prerequisite
Anto&yms Non-essential, optional, superfluous

Sentence: A stable economy is a sine qua non for sustainable
development.
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6. Bumps: Obstacles or setbacks.
e Synonyms: Obstacles, hurdles, setbacks
e Antonyms: Advantages, boosts, advancements
e Sentence: Despite a few bumps along the way, the project was completed
on time.

7. Demoting: To reduce to a lower rank or grade.
e Synonyms: Downgrading, declassifying, reassigning
o AntonymS' Promoting elevating, advancing

to aSS|stant

8. Acrimonious: Angry and bitter, esp
e Synonyms: Hostile, bitter, harsh
e Antonyms: Amicable, friendly, mi
e Sentence: The debate turned acrl

attacking each other's past.d

Overhaul renovate, update

1S: Neglect, ignore, deteriorate

) Senténée The company decided to revamp its marketing strategy to
better reach its target audience.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS
3" February, 2024

1. Indian-origin astronaut Sunita Williams set a new record for the longest
spacewalking time by a woman, surpassing Peggy Whitson. With a total of
62 hours and 6 minutes across nine spacewalks, she achieved this milestone
during an EVA with Butch Wilmore on the ISS.

The Andhra Pradesh government recently launched the “Mana Mitr

o Allows Chief Justi € (
retired Judges as

tri 0% vacancy rule for invoking Article 224A. -2 to 5 ad hoc
judges per High Court based on case pendency. — Allowed Division
Benches of only ad hoc judges for old cases.
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Supreme Court’s October 2023 Modifications —

e Removed 20% vacancy rule, limited ad hoc judges to 10% of sanctioned
strength. — Ad hoc judges must sit with a sitting judge, not in exclusive
benches. — Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) must be followed for
transparent appointments.

Significance of Article 224A
e Helps clear case backlogs and reduce vacancies. — Provi
while ensuring judicial integrity. — Brings expertise of re
handle complex cases.
. Niger has officially become the first African country to eli
chocerciasis, commonly known as river blindness. Niger n
other countries gIobaIIy (Colombia uador, MeX|co and Guatemala) that

) Sakkarakottal B|r Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu
e Therthangal Bird Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu

Khecheopalri Wetland in Sikkim
Udhwa Lake i n Jharkhand

‘\\\ “““““““

1ectare area of Guneri village in Lakhtar tehsil of Kutch district,
WhICh is'a natural inland mangrove site, has been declared as the first
Biodiversity Heritage Site of Gujarat.
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7. The %6.8 lakh crore defence allocation in the FY2025-26 Union Budget
marks a significant rise, prioritizing modernization, domestic procurement,
and operational readiness. With X1.8 lakh crore set for new weapons and

equipment, the focus remains on indigenous manufacturing to boost self-
reliance.
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