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VOCABULARY

1. Surreptitiously: In a secretive manner, especially to avoid notice or attention
e Synonyms: Secretly, stealthily, covertly, clandestinely
¢ Antonyms: Openly, overtly, transparently
e Sentence: The spyware was surreptitiously installed on the phones of
unsuspecting users.

2. Obfuscation: The action of making something unclear or diffi
understand.

e Synonyms: Protesters, rebels, dissenters, oppositionists
e Antonyms: Conformists, supporters, loyalists
e Sentence: Dissidents were allegedly targeted using surveillance software.
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6. Impetus: A driving force or stimulus that encourages action or progress.
e Synonyms: Momentum, motivation, catalyst, incentive
e Antonyms: Deterrent, hindrance, obstacle
e Sentence: The ruling provided new impetus to investigate allegations of
spyware misuse.

7. Draconian: Excessively harsh or severe.
e Synonyms: Oppressive, authoritarian, stringent, harsh
e Antonyms: Lenient, mild, permissive, flexible

Aggravate worsen, intensify, heighten
Alleviate, mitigate, improve, ease
Sentéh(‘fe The lack of transparency only serves to exacerbate public
mistrust.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS
25" December, 2024

1. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar was awarded the
Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi National Eminence Award for Public
Leadership by the South Indian Education Society (SIES).

2. Good Governance Day is celebrated on December 25th, eve
commemorate the birth anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpay
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n for voice calls and SMS for customers who do not use data,
removing the 90-day cap on special recharge coupons and extending it to
up to 365 days. The new rules cater to users who need only voice and SMS
services.
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6. ‘Didi ki Libraries’ in Bihar, set up by the State government under a

World Bank-funded project, offer a range of services to children living in
rural areas. Reports, on the way these community libraries are giving
children a space to learn, grow, and prepare themselves for competitive
examinations, seen as a chance at a life with monetary security.
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