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                                        VOCABULARY 
1.  Ousted: Forced out of a position or place.  
 Synonyms: Expelled, removed, deposed  
 Antonyms: Installed, appointed, retained  
 Sentence: The corrupt politician was ousted from office              

after a scandal.  
 

2. Sluggish: Slow-moving or inactive; lacking in energy or 
alertness.  
 Synonyms: Lethargic, slow, torpid  
 Antonyms: Energetic, vigorous, lively  
 Sentence: The economy remained sluggish despite efforts               

to stimulate growth.  
 

3. Imperil: Put at risk of being harmed, injured, or destroyed.  
 Synonyms: Endanger, jeopardize, threaten  
 Antonyms: Protect, safeguard, secure  
 Sentence: The new policy could imperil the company's 

financial stability.  
 

4. Chronic: Persisting for a long time or constantly recurring.  
 Synonyms: Persistent, long-standing, habitual  
 Antonyms: Acute, temporary, short-term  
 Sentence: The patient suffered from chronic pain for years. 
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5. Embattled: Involved in or struggling with difficult 

circumstances.  
 Synonyms: Beleaguered, besieged, troubled  
 Antonyms: Untroubled, peaceful, serene  
 Sentence: The embattled CEO faced numerous challenges 

during his tenure.  
 

6. Sidestepped: Avoided or evaded (a problem or difficulty).  
 Synonyms: Circumvented, evaded, dodged  
 Antonyms: Confronted, addressed, tackled  
 Sentence: The politician sidestepped the reporter's                

difficult questions.  
 

7. Blunt: Reduce or weaken the force or effectiveness of 
something.  
 Synonyms: Diminish, lessen, dull  
 Antonyms: Sharpen, intensify, enhance  
 Sentence: The new regulations were designed to blunt the 

impact of the economic crisis.  
 

8. Nudge: Prod or encourage someone gently to do something.  
 Synonyms: Prompt, urge, coax  
 Antonyms: Discourage, deter, dissuade  
 Sentence: The manager tried to nudge his team towards 

more innovative thinking.  
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9. Spurt: A sudden gush or burst of activity.  
 Synonyms: Surge, outburst, flurry  
 Antonyms: Lull, decline, decrease  
 Sentence: There was a spurt in sales during the holiday 

season.  
 

10. Lethal: Sufficient to cause death.  
 Synonyms: Deadly, fatal, mortal  
 Antonyms: Harmless, benign, innocuous  
 Sentence: The snake's venom is highly lethal if left    

untreated.  
 
                     IDIOMS AND PHRASES 

11. Doing the rounds: to be passed from one person to   
        another  

12. A damp squib : Complete failure  
13. Put off: to delay doing something.  
14. A dime a dozen: Anything that is common and easy to            

        get   
15. A chip on your shoulder: Being upset for something 
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                          CURRENT AFFAIRS 
                                     17th AUGUST, 2024 
 

1. The US-India Strategic Partnership Forum announced the              
third edition of the India-US Defense Acceleration Ecosystem 
(INDUS-X) Summit at Stanford University on Sept 9-10, 2024.  
 The summit will focus on leveraging private investment to 

advance defense innovation and will feature top 
policymakers, panel discussions, and a tech expo. 
 

2. The Hurun India Rich List 2024 has unveiled a significant                     
shift in the landscape of wealth distribution across Asia, with 
Mumbai emerging as the new “billionaire capital of Asia”.  
 This development marks a pivotal moment in the                                

economic narrative of India and Asia at large, showcasing     
the growing financial prowess of India’s commercial hub. 
 

3. India has approved 12 new industrial smart cities and other 
infrastructure projects aimed at boosting India’s                   
manufacturing ecosystem. The smart city projects under the 
National Industrial Corridor Development Programme                    
(NICDP) will entail an investment of INR 286.02 billion        
(US$3.41 billion), while three railway projects across four   
states will seek to optimize logistics networks. Finally, a new 
hydro-power initiative seeks to upgrade power infrastructure       
in the Northeast region of the country. 
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4. The World Health Organization (WHO) has announced 

Kavrepalanchowk's tourism town, Dhulikhel, as the first 
'healthy city' of Nepal.  
 Dhulikhel Municipality, which initiated a campaign to        

become a healthy city, has been monitored by the World 
Health Organisation since 2021 to achieve the feat of 
becoming Nepal’s healthiest city. Dhulikhel scored 65.48 
points on various indicators for healthy cities, joining the 
WHO Healthy City Network. 
 

5. NASA engineers are developing underwater robot probes to 
measure the rate of ice shelf melting in Antarctica due to 
climate change.  
 These robots, developed by NASA’s Jet Propulsion     

Laboratory, aim to provide accurate data to improve 
predictions of sea level rise.  

 The project involves deploying prototypes in harsh 
environments like the Arctic. 
 

6. On August 29, 2024, India launched its first indigenously 
developed Pollution Control Vessel, 'Samudra Pratap,' in Goa. 
Built by Goa Shipyard Limited, the vessel will address oil 
spillage along the coast. 
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7. On August 30, PM Modi will visit Maharashtra to lay the 

foundation for the ₹76,000 crore Vadhvan Port and address               
the Global Fintech Fest in Mumbai. The port aims to boost 
maritime trade, while GFF 2024 will feature fintech                  
innovations and discussions with 800 speakers from various 
sectors. 
 

8. Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu on 
Thursday launched an indigenous Monkeypox(Mpox)                            
RT PCR (reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction) kit 
here. The kit was developed at Andhra Pradesh Medtech               
Zone in Visakhapatnam by Transasia Diagnostics. 
 

9. Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia on Monday inaugurated            
a 10m air pistol shooting range in Gwalior named after               
double Olympic medalist Manu Bhaker.  
 While inaugurating the 10m air pistol shooting range in 

Gwalior, Scindiaspoke to Manu Bhaker on a video call and 
showed her the shooting range which was newly built. 
 

10. Hockey India has announced that the Women’s Asian 
Champions Trophy 2024 will begin at Rajgir in Bihar on 
November 11th this year. The event, a joint effort between 
Hockey India and the Bihar Government, will take place at           
the Rajgir Hockey Stadium between 11th November and               
20th November.  
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 Asian Hockey Federation President Dato Fumio Ogura has 

announced that the 8th Women’s Asian Champions           
Trophy will be held in India. Hockey India President -                                 
Dr. Dilip Tirkey expressed enthusiasm and stated that it is a 
historic moment for hockey, marking the first time an 
international tournament will be held in the state.  
 

 Last year, Hockey Jharkhand hosted the Women’s Asian 
Champions Trophy in Ranchi, where India emerged as the 
champion. Besides the defending champions, India,             
reigning Olympic silver- medallists China, Japan, Korea, 
Malaysia, and Thailand are expected to participate in this 
tournament. 


